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!  Use of clear topic sentence and 
strong conclusion 

!  Explain ideas with 
sufficient/ relevant details 

!  Use content specific vocabulary 

!  Vary sentence 
beginnings/ lengths 

!  Use end marks and commas 
correctly 

!  Include graphic illustrations with 
labels 

 

Some essential FCAs 
appropriate for most subjects 
and classes: 

John Coll ins Wri t ing 
Program 
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Want  t o learn more? 
 

Visit  
 

www.collinseducationassociates.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
What  is the John Col lins Wri t ing 
Program? 

The Collins Writing Program is designed to 
simultaneously improve studentsÕ thinking and 
writing skills.  The program develops thinking skills 
through five types of writing assignments.  Some 
assignments are designed simply to help students get 
their ideas on paper or to discover what they already 
know about a topic.  Other writing assignments are 
designed to produce ideas and to develop writing 
skills. 

 

Why do w e use the John Coll ins Wri t ing 
Program? 

This program is designed to help teachers 
achieve their goals in all content areas.  This is 
accomplished by frequently using focused writing 
assignments to increase studentsÕ involvement in 
lessons, checking on their understanding of concepts, 
and/or promoting their thinking about content. 

 

What  is an FCA? 

A Focus Correction Area is a grade appropriate 
writing skill that is practiced and assessed for a 
particular writing assignment. 

 

Why arenÕt  all t he er rors cor rect ed? 

All areas are not corrected because focus 
correcting is a selective approach to correcting 
student writing.  Focus correcting allow both student 
and teacher to focus their attention on a few 
particular writing skills in any given assignment.  
Postponing the consideration of some areas until 
later drafts, and focus correcting for others in earlier 
drafts, teach students to shape and refine their 
ideas. 

 

 

 

 

WRITING TYPES: 

TYPE ONE 

These assignments are for individual brainstorming 
purposes.  Given a specific amount of time and 
number of lines, the student either completed the 
assignment or did not. 

 

TYPE TWO 

A type two assignment tests a childÕs knowledge of 
the content.  We are looking to assess if the student 
is able to retrieve content material and produce in a 
given format, such as a list of items.  We are not 
grading the quality of the writing, only the content of 
information provided. 

 

TYPE THREE & TYPE FOUR 

These assignments are designed to produce ideas 
and to promote strong writing skills.  FCAÕs or Focus 
Correction Areas are used to concentrate on selected 
skills.  Our belief is that assisting the students to 
master a few skills at a time will promote a stronger 
foundation for writing. 

 

TYPE FI VE 

A type five assignment requires that a child complete 
a writing assignment of publishable quality.  The 
finished product must be free of as many errors as 
possible, with good content, organization, voice, 
sentence variety, vocabulary, spelling and mechanics. 

 

 

HOW TOÉ  
TYPE ONE 

!  One draft 
!  Skip Lines 
!  Specific amount of time 
!  Specific amount of lines 
!  Pass/Fail 
 

TYPE TWO 

!  One draft 
!  Skip lines 
!  Specific number of responses required 
!  Pass/Fail or Point Value 
 

TYPE THREE  

!  One draft 
!  Skip lines 
!  Read it aloud to yourself 
!  Uses focus correction areas 
!  Point value for each FCA 
 
TYPE FOUR  

!  Two drafts 
!  Skip lines 
!  Have a partner read it aloud 
!  Uses focus correction areas 
!  Point value for each FCA 
 
TYPE FI VE 

!  Multiple drafts 
!  Skip lines 
!  Constructed by utilizing the first four types 
!  Achieved by creating an error free piece of writing 
 

 


